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all the gains made in. the first rush of their counter-offensive, which
had cost them nearly a quarter of a million men.
Immediately after the victorious conclusion of the Ardennes
battle, the main forces of the Twenty-First Army Group, to which
the American Ninth Army remained attached, assembled its main
strength for its forthcoming attack in the north. The British Second
Army, as part of its preparations for this, had to advance its front
to the Lower Ruhr above Roermond, and this was successfully
accomplished in a local offensive by the Xllth Corps. By the end
of January all was ready for the Allied attack which was finally
to break German resistance in the west.
The role of the Twenty-First Army Group was to occupy the
area west of the Lower Rhine between its confluence with the
Ruhr and Nijmegen ; the First Canadian Army, reinforced Hy the
British XXXth Corps, was to attack on the left and drive back and
pin down the enemy, while the American Ninth Army on the right
was to join in a few days later with a north-eastwards advance from
Aachen so as to take enemy facing the Canadians in rlank and
rear. This army had in the event to wait until the Roer floods,
caused by the Germans having broken the dams above the valley,
had subsided; but though a heavier initial burden was thus thrown
on the First Canadian Army, the effect of its attack, when it was
finally launched, was all the speedier and more complete.
The battle began on February 8 with the British XXXth Corps
clearing the first of the three hostile defence zones in the Reichwald
Forest; later, as the front of the offensive widened, the Canadian
Ilnd Corps joined in on its northern flank, advancing under great
difficulties of ground and weather across the flooded country east
of Nijmegen. In this first phase our progress was speedy, but the
arrival of hostile reinforcements in the battle area appreciably slowed
it down, and it was February 18 before all the second defence belt
between Goch and Cleve was in our hands. So waterlogged was
the country that in places amphibious vehicles had to be used to
bring up supplies and munitions to the forward troops, and the
resistance of the picked German troops was exceptionally tenacious
and hard to overcome. Our attack on the last defence belt covering
the approaches to Wesel was facilitated by the intervention of the
Ninth American Army, which quickly overran the reduced hostile
forces left facing it and thrust rapidly ahead towards the Dusseldorf-
Wesel stretch of the Rhine, menacing the Germans facing the First
Canadian Army with envelopment; but even so there was con-
siderable fighting before it was finally stormed; the last enemy
troops retreated across the Rhine on March 10. The five weeks'
battle had cost us 15,000 men, but the German forces facing
the Twenty-First Army Group, had lost three times as many,
and were so completely shattered that neither on the Rhine Line